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Our conscious thoughts, observations, wishes, aversions are
important, because they represent inchoate, nascent activities.
They fulfill their destiny in issuing, later on, into specific and
perceptible acts. And these inchoate, budding organic re-
adjustments are important because they are our sole escape
from the dominion of routine habits and blind impulse. They
are activities having a new meaning in process of development.
Hence, normally, there is an accentuation of personal con-
sciousness whenever our instincts and ready formed habits
find themselves blocked by novel conditions. Then we are
thrown back upon ourselves to reorganize our own attitude
before proceeding to a definite and irretrievable course of ac-
tion. Unless we try to drive our way through by sheer brute
force, we must modify our organic resources to adapt them to
the specific features of the situation in which we find ourselves.
The conscious deliberating and desiring which precede overt
action are, then, the methodic personal readjustment implied
in activity in uncertain situations.
This r61e of mind in continuous activity is not always
maintained, however. Desires for something different, aver-
sion to the given state of things caused by the blocking of
successful activity, stimulates the imagination. The picture
of a different state of things does not always function to aid
ingenious observation and recollection to find a way out and
on. Except where there is a disciplined disposition, the tend-
ency is for the imagination to run loose. Instead of its ob-
jects being checked up by conditions with reference to their
practicability in execution, they are allowed to develop be-
cause of the immediate emotional satisfaction which they
yield. When we find the successful display of our energies
checked by uncongenial surroundings, natural and social, the
easiest way out is to build castles in the air and let them be a
substitute for an actual achievement which involves the pains
of thought. So in overt action we acquiesce, and build up an
imaginary world in mind- This break between thought and

